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Offended Winter: How on Earth Can We
 Live Together – We the Humans and We with Nature?
[bookmark: _GoBack]      Once upon a time, in the fall, two schoolmates, Paul and Todd, were talking to each other. Todd said: 
     “I think that winter is the worst season of the year. For example, in spring we can feel how the sun loves us. Everything is getting green. Green is my favorite color. We can play outdoors and ride the bicycle. In summer we can play football and badminton, swim in lakes and rivers, fish and even dive. The weather is always nice and pleasant; the colors are so bright all around. In fall we can pick many mushrooms and berries in the forest and make herbariums of different leaves, but what we can do in winter? Nothing! I wish winter had never been in the world!” 
     At that moment, Winter heard them and got very upset. Time passed, and it was already December, but winter was not coming! No snow, the temperature was zero at night and above freezing during the day, and it was raining almost every day, which nobody expected. People could not adjust to the weather and got very tired of it. They did not understand why it was happening like that.  At the same time, Summer, Spring and Fall started to argue who would be instead of Winter. Fall said: 
     “I will be instead of Winter because in the calendar I am standing before Winter”. 
     “No, I will be instead of Winter because I am standing after Winter in the calendar,” replied Spring. 
    “You’re not right. I will be instead of Winter because children and adults love me very much!” exclaimed Summer. They argued and argued like that every day and night. 
     It was almost Christmas, time almost New Year, but Winter was not coming! One day, when Todd and Paul were talking and drinking warm chocolate in a rainy weather, Todd said, “Paul, do you remember in the fall I said that I wished Winter would never come? I think Winter heard us and got offended.  We have to go to her home and apologize”. 
     “I heard that Winter lives on a high, high mountain over there,” commented Paul.
      In one week, they were ready to go on a long trip to the High Mountain. Three days and three nights they climbed up to Winter’s home. When they were there, Todd knocked at the door and they went in. 
     “Who are you?” quietly asked Winter. 
     Todd and Paul answered, “We are those boys who offended you. Please forgive us! Actually we love you very much!  It has been raining for weeks already, and we cannot go outside and play. At that time, in the fall, we forgot that we can ski, skate, ride snowboards and sledges, and play snowballs with our friends! Also Christmas and New Year are the best holidays in the year, but there aren’t these holidays without winter, without snow and ice. And it is time for them already. Please come and take your turn. ” 
     Winter looked at the boys, smiled with the tears in her eyes and said, “Okay, I forgive you. Let’s hurry up! There’s Christmas soon, and I don’t want to be late!”
     Next morning when the boys woke up and looked out the window, they saw the most beautiful view they had ever seen. It was so white and clean that snow sparkling in the sun looked like silver and precious stones. 
    Since then, Winter has never been late. Now Winter is Todd’s and Paul’s favorite time of the year. As for Summer, Spring and Fall, they stopped arguing forever.
     Please think: if any of the seasons do not come on time to your village, town, city or country, maybe you said something or did something that offended them. 

